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Dear Mr Agius,
Thank you for your letter concerning the difficulties of supply of wheat from producers in
Hungary, Bulgaria and Romania owing to national measures restricting exports such as
the Hungarian Decree of 5 March of this year.
Let me first underline that, as emphasised in its newly released Communication
“Safeguarding food security and reinforcing the resilience of food systems”, the
Commission strongly opposes Member States’ measures to protect domestic food supply
by preventing exports. Such trade distorting measures are a priori incompatible with the
Single Market and ultimately have a negative impact on food security.
The Commission is aware of the adoption of the Hungarian Decree of 5 March, which
restricts the export of cereals by imposing the State’s right of pre-emption or right to
purchase and a corresponding thirty-day examination period. As this measure constitutes
a serious and prima facie unjustified restriction on the free movement of goods,
Commissioner Breton and I wrote to the Hungarian authorities asking them to withdraw
the Decree. We emphasised that the continued functioning of the Single Market is of
utmost importance in dealing with the adverse market developments following the
Russian invasion of Ukraine and that, in this regard, unjustified obstacles are
unacceptable and counterproductive for the common goal of food security. We are now
awaiting the reply from the Hungarian authorities.
While there have been reports that the Bulgarian Government is looking at possible
measures to ensure national security of supply of grains, including by imposing
restrictions on exports, no decision has, to my knowledge, been taken in this regard yet.
The Commission is nonetheless investigating reports that the Bulgarian authorities have
increased customs checks on grain exports and will take appropriate action if necessary.

Mr Peter Agius
Nationalist Party (EPP) Malta Spokesperson
e-mail: kellimni@peteragius.eu

As regards Romania, the Commission is not aware of any existing or planned restrictions
on exports of cereals.
Let me also add that, as highlighted in the aforementioned Communication, the setting
up of the Single Market Emergency Instrument will further strengthen the Union’s
preparedness and coordinative capabilities and reduce the risks of unjustified
restrictions. The Commission remains committed to promptly investigate and take action
against any unilateral measures imposing unjustified restrictions on the free movement
of goods in order to protect the proper functioning of the Single Market.
Yours faithfully,

Janusz Wojciechowski
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